Preoperative intra-arterial infusion chemotherapy for advanced squamous cell carcinoma of the mouth and oropharynx.
Twelve patients with advanced locoregional (Stage III and IV) squamous cell carcinoma of the oral cavity and oropharynx underwent treatment with cisplatin, vinblastine, bleomycin, and 5-fluorouracil, given by intra-arterial infusion, as primary adjuvant therapy, in preparation for radiation therapy and surgery. Responses were observed during or immediately after infusion therapy in 8 of 12 (67%) of patients (1 complete response, 7 partial responses). Infusion chemotherapy was followed by radiation therapy alone in five patients and by radiation and surgery in six patients. The protocol was initiated in August 1981, and six patients are now free of their primary cancer, at 21 to 36 months, whereas six have died with disease. Arterial infusion of a combination of effective antineoplastic agents is a promising method for the preparation of selected patients for radiation therapy and surgery, as it is less likely to produce serious systemic toxicity and it requires a shorter period than systemic neoadjuvant chemotherapy.